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 LineArts Architecture Ltd 
 

 
We Specialize in: 
Residential • Light Commercial •New Additions 

Alterations• Building Consents 

 

Maria Castro-Rahts 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Religious Woodcarvings Handcrafted 

from NZ Recycle Native Wood 
Perfect Gifts for Baptism, Confirmation, 

       or something special for your home  

 

“We also have rosaries direct from Bethlehem” 
Come and see us, Jiries & Marcelle, and our collection at: 
310 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, Auckland 0612 

 
(09) 837 3417             jirieswd@gmail.com 

JIRIES GIACAMAN 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Years 1-8 (girls only in Year 7&8) 
8 Lavelle Rd, Henderson Phone: 838 8802 

Email: admin@holycross.school.nz              
Website: www.holycross.school.nz 

 

29 Rathgar Rd. Phone 839 0380  
www.stdoms.ac.nz  

Offering girls a quality  
education for Years 7-13 

Our vision is to challenge students to achieve 

excellence by delivering a holistic education 

based on the living values of the Catholic  

Dominican tradition 

       

     

     

 
201600824 

 
 THINKING OF BUYING  
OR SELLING REAL ESTATE? 

 

Cecilia Menezes 

M: 021 2010 578 

O: 09 8274824 

c.menezes@barfoot.co.nz 

Miguel Menezes 

M: 021 806 551 

AH: 09 810472 

 

 
  

 
      

          
 
 

 

  

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION / 
 

 

 
 

SENIOR DENTIST 

PHONE: 09 218 6000 
TEXT LOY: 021 136 3444 

 
 

( X-Ray Charges Will Apply ) 

23rd of August 2026— 21st Sunday of Ordinary Time (Year A) 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 138 
Response:   Lord, your love is eternal; do 

not forsake the work of your hands. 

Mission Statement of Our Parish 
"We the Catholic Community of the Holy Cross 

Parish Henderson, empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
accept and proclaim the Good News and strive to 

be one in God’s love and to be of service to others“. 

MASS TIMES 
Tuesday & Thursday  9am 
Wednesday Morning  9am  
Friday Morning  9 am 
First Friday  Blessed Adoration at 6.30pm followed 
   by Holy Mass at 7:30pm  
Saturday   8am and 6pm Vigil Mass 
Sunday   7am, 9am, 11am, 6pm 
HOLY CROSS CHILDREN’S MASS 
Every First Saturday of the Month  at 6pm 
HOLY CROSS CHILDREN’S LITURGY CLASS 
Every Sunday   9:00am and 11:00am Mass  
CARING COMMUNITY 
Drop-in Morning Tea every Tuesday after 9am Mass except 3rd Tuesday 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK   
Every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 11am, No Drop-in Morning Tea 
20 DECADE ROSARY 
Wednesday   After 9am Mass 
NOVENA TO OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP 
Wednesday    7:10pm followed by Mass at 7:30pm  
RECONCILIATION 
Wednesdays   6:45pm to 7:15pm 
Saturdays  9:30am to 10:30am 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Thursday  After 9am Mass until 12pm  
MEDITATION 
Last Friday of the month at 10am 
BAPTISM COURSE 
Every 3rd Friday of the month 5:30 pm at pastoral centre  
ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR CHILDREN 
Scheduled with the Missionaries of Charity Sisters (8-wk course) 
BAPTISM SCHEDULE 
Saturday   10:30am, 11:30am, and 12:30pm  
ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS 
Thursdays  6:00pm to 7:00pm 
FAITH SHARING 
Every 4th Sunday of the month at 12.15pm 
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET NOVENA & ROSARY 
Every 4th Sunday of the month 2pm-3pm 
PREFERENCE SIGNING 
Every 1st, 2nd, and 4th Tuesday from 11 am to 12 pm only 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Every 3rd Thursday of the month at 7pm 
PARISH HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Every 4th Thursday of the month at 6pm 

Overcoming the Gates of hell 
 

Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and he asked his      
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” They replied, 
“Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one 

of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 

God.” Matthew 16:13–16   
 

Reflect today on the significance of the papacy. Even now, in the     
successor of Saint Peter, the words of Simon continue to echo 

throughout the world: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
This is the pope’s first and most important duty—to bear witness to 
Christ, the Son of God. Despite the personal weaknesses of some 

popes and the saintliness of others, it is Jesus who established Peter 
and his successors as the visible foundation of the Church. Pray for 

the Holy Father, and trust in the timeless witness of every pope since 
that first moment in Caesarea Philippi—a witness upheld not by      

human strength, but by Christ’s own promise. To profess faith in the 
papacy is to profess faith in the One who instituted it and endowed it 

with His divine authority. 
 

My Lord, You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. With Simon, I 
profess this truth and place my faith in You, who established Simon, 

son of Jonah, as Peter—the rock and foundation of Your Church. I 
believe and profess that the gates of hell shall never prevail against 

the Church, not because of human strength or perfection, but      
because of Your eternal promise. I pray for our Holy Father, the 

pope, and for all his successors. Make them true and faithful wit-
nesses to the confession first spoken by Saint Peter.  

Jesus, I trust in You. 

Scripture Readings for the week 
Monday         Ps 145  Rev 21: 9b-14  John 1: 45-51       
Tuesday        Ps 96  2 Thes 2: 1-3a, 14-17 Mat 23: 23-26 
Wednesday   Ps 128  2 Thes 3: 6-10, 16-18 Mat 23: 27-32 
Thursday       Ps 145  1 Cor 1: 1-9  Mat 24: 42-51 
Friday            Ps 33  1 Cor 1: 17-25  Mat 25: 1-13       
Saturday        Ps 33  1 Cor 1: 26-31  Mark 6: 17-29 

Readings Next Sunday 
 

First:  Jer 20: 7-9  
Psalm: Psalm 63 

Second: Romans 12:1-2 
Gospel: Matthew 16: 21-27 

Readings This Sunday 
 

First:  Isa 22: 19-23  
Psalm: Psalm 138 

Second: Romans 11:33-36 
Gospel: Matthew 16: 13-20 
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We are grateful to the many families already supporting our parish through Parish Pledge Giving. Your faithful generosity enables us to 
 continue the mission of Holy Cross Parish Henderson and provide for the spiritual and pastoral needs of our community. As we  begin a 
 new Pledge Giving Renewal, we kindly invite every family to prayerfully reflect on your offering and consider renewing or increasing your 
 commitment, according to your means. 
 The Parish Pledge Giving Renewal will be on-going until the last weekend of August. Thank you for your continued kindness, generosity, 
 and  support. Together, we can continue to build a vibrant and welcoming parish community. May God bless you and your families abun-
dantly.  Please take one envelope per family, fill it in over the coming weekends, and return it to the designated collection box. Some families 
 will find their names listed alphabetically in the basket outside the foyer. Please check for your family name and collect your envelope. 
 Fire Wardens—Holy Cross Parish are in need for volunteers to be a Fire Wardens for each Mass. This will double down to be ushers in our 
 church to sit people who are standing at the back. Basic training will be provided. Please email the office if your interested. 
The St Vincent de Paul Henderson Over the past month, your prayers & monetary support, helped create 46 food parcels - that's a smile on the 
 dial of 123 adults & 12 children across Henderson & neighbouring communities. If you wish to contribute to this worthy cause, you can do 
 so by way of Bank transfers can be made to St Vincent de Paul Holy Cross: 12-3020- 0488780-00. Please add your full name as reference. 
 Tax receipts will be issued at the end of the year . Contact hendersonsvdp@gmail.com for your receipt or Ph 022 687 4694.  
Faith Sharing Sunday Our next Faith Sharing Session  will be held this Sunday, 23rd Aug. 2026 at 12.15pm (following the 11.00am Mass). The 
 session will begin with a talk on the topic of the day, followed by a shared lunch. Speaker:  Deacon Adolf Goldwyn; Topic: “Heaven Hell 
 and Purgatory – What does the Church really Teach”. What happens after we die? Is heaven simply ‘ a  place in the sky ?’ Is Hell real? 
 Why does the Church teach about Purgatory - and is it really a second chance? Come and listen  to Dcn. Adolf Goldwyn as he clarifies 
 what the Catholic Church really teaches about Heaven, Hell and Purgatory- and why these truths matter for how we live today. We     
 anticipate another engaging and enriching session and look forward to welcoming everyone. For further details please contact the Parish 
 Office on 09 835 3355. ( A Secular Franciscan Order Initiative) 
Holy Cross Charismatic fellowship will be meeting for their monthly fellowship on Monday the 24th at 7pm in the parish meeting room.   
 All parishioners are welcome to attend. Please bring your Bible along. For further details please contact Anil Baptist on 0223649306  
Holy cross men's fellowship will have their monthly meeting on Thursday the 27th at 7pm in the parish meeting room. All men of the parish are 
 welcome to attend. For further details please contact George Schuster on 0212080447. 
Food Fair Raffle—Tickets will be on sale the weekend of 29th/30th of August for 2 weeks. Tickets will be on sale on the day of the Food Festival.  
 Tickets will be 3 for $5. Eftpos will be available. 
Applications to be a participant at Lifeteen Summer Camp 2027 are open now. Holy Cross Church, Henderson has been allocated 21 places for our 
 HCC Youth to attend in Week 1 of Lifeteen Summer Camp (12-16th January 2026), cost is $380 pp. Please send Michael Kamson an email  ASAP if you 
 would like to attend the Lifeteen Summer Camp so that he can register you or if you would like more information about it. Registrations close on the 
 11th September 2026 at midnight, if we do not fill our allocated places they will be given to other parishes across New Zealand. Michael's email    
 address hccyouthcoordinator@gmail.com. 
EOI - Lifeteen Summer Camp Missionaries for either Week 1- 10-17 January 2027 or Week 2- 17-24 January 2027 or both weeks of the Lifeteen    
 Summer Camp. This role is a volunteer role and requires you to be at least 18 yrs old and be able to commit fully to the week(s) you have   
 chosen to assist at, as you will be staying at the camp site and assisting with set-up and pack-down of the event for your chosen week as  well as the 
 day-to-day running of the event throughout your chosen week. Please email your EOI to Michael Kamson hccyouthcoordinator@gmail.com by 10th 
 September 2026 the latest. 
God made you. God knows you. God loves you. You belong. We are very excited to share the resources for Social Justice Week 2026. This year marks the 
 beginning of a new three-year theme for 2026–2028: You Belong | Nō Konei Anō Koe. In his 2015 encyclical Laudato Si', on care for our common 
 home, Pope Francis reminds us that human life is grounded in three fundamental and closely intertwined relationships: with God, with our         
 neighbour, and with the earth itself (Laudato Si', 66). Each of these relationships will be explored over the next three Social Justice Weeks. We begin 
 this year with the first: You Belong to God | Nā Te Atua anō koe  

Parish Priest:  
 Fr Ephrem Tigga OFM Cap. 
 hccparishpriest@gmail.com 
Asst Parish Priest: 
 Fr Daniel Sitanggang OFM Cap. 
 hccasstparishpriest@gmail.com 
Asst Capuchin Priest 
 Fr Praveen Lobo OFM Cap. 
 hccasstpriest@gmail.com 
Capuchin Friary Unmanned Mobile No. 
 +64 22 171 5669 Text Messages only  
Principal Holy Cross School 
 Janice Borsos 
 borsosj@holycross.school.nz 
Liturgy & Rosters:   
 Sr Akenese Nun Toon 
      akeholycross@gmail.com 
Holy Cross Henderson Account 
 Acct Name:  Holy Cross Henderson 
 Acct No.: 02-0108-0707323-000 
  

Mass intentions & office queries:  
      Warren Herrera OFS 
      secretary@hendersoncatholic.org.nz 
 +64 22 673 2208 Text Message Only 
Donations/planned-giving:  
 Jasmine Prem 
      accounts@hendersoncatholic.org.nz 
Technical support:  
 Mario Tionko 
      marioholycross@gmail.com 
Youth Ministry 
 Michael Kamson 
 hccyouthcoordinator@gmail.com 
Music Roster 
 Tai Asiata 
      taiholycross@gmail.com 
Capuchin Friars Account 
 Acct Name: Trust Board of the Order 
   Capuchin Friars 
 Acct No.: 02-0152-0453260-000 
 

Holy Cross Parish Henderson Baptism Program– We welcome families wishing to have their child baptised in our parish. Please note the    
 following requirements: Child must be less than 7 years of age, Parents (or at least one) have to be Catholics (or at least one) must 
 attend, Sponsors/Godparents (or at least one) have to be Catholics and need to attend. A Baptism Preparation Course is held every 
 3rd Friday of the month from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm and facilitated by the Missionaries of Charity Sisters. After attending the course, the 
 Sisters will provide you with a form to email to the Parish Office to arrange a Baptism date . Baptisms are held on Saturdays only, at 
 10:30 am, 11:30 am, or 12:30pm. For any inquiries, please contact the Parish Office.

Please make sure that you use a reference if you are donating to the above account 

Holy Cross Parish warmly invites all parishioners, families, and friends to join us in a 9-Day Novena to Our 
 Blessed Mother Mary, from Sunday, 30 August to Monday, 7 September. 
Over these nine days, we will gather in prayer and devotion, reflecting each day on a special theme and prayer 
 intention. Together, we will seek the loving intercession of Our Lady for our families, our parish            
 community, our nation, and the needs of the world. This novena offers a beautiful opportunity to    
 deepen our faith, draw closer to Jesus through Mary, and unite as a community in prayer, hope, and 
 trust. All are  welcome. Come and experience the grace, peace, and blessings that flow from spending 
 time with Our Blessed Mother in prayer. 
The feast day mass of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary will be on Tuesday, 8th September at 7:30pm. 
 Please refer to the poster in the church foyer for more details. 

The Reuben O’Neill Bursary has been established by the Catholic Diocese of Auckland to assist in making Catholic education available to 
some families and their children who otherwise would be unable to receive a Catholic education.  The Reuben O’Neill Bursary has been 
established to honour Reuben O’Neill, who was an exceptional volunteer and supporter of Catholic education throughout his  lifetime. 
Reuben O’Neill (1932-2025) was a husband, parent and grandparent and was recognised by Pope John Paul II in 1989 receiving a papal 

knighthood for his services to the Catholic Church of New Zealand. Reuben was proud of his own Catholic education and worked    
faithfully to make Catholic education accessible to as many people as possible, through building the Common Fund Cooperative,      

developing new schools, and improving the standard of existing schools across the Diocese of  Auckland.  
Whānau/families can apply at primary or secondary levels. Eligibility criteria include a desire for Catholic education for their child, and 

financial benefit to their family. Students of any year level can apply for the scholarship. 

HOLY CROSS PARISH INTERNATIONAL FOOD FESTIVAL Saturday, 12 September 2026. We invite any community or 
 parish group interested in putting up a stall to sell food at our International Food Festival to book their stall. 
 This is a wonderful opportunity to showcase your community’s food and culture and share in a day of           
 fellowship and celebration. To book your stall, please contact: Anil Baptist – 022 364 9306.  
We look forward to celebrating the rich diversity of our parish community through food, fellowship and fun! 


